
Fighting food 

waste
School presentation 
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OzHarvest acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands and pay our deep respects to 

Elders, past and present. As a national organisation, OzHarvest recognises the continuing 

connection First Nations’ people have to their lands across the country.
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We pay our deep respects
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WE ARE OZHARVEST
Hands up if you have heard of OzHarvest? 

Does anyone know about what OzHarvest does?
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Founded by Ronni Kahn AO in 2004, 

after noticing lots of food going to 

waste from her events business.  

A van and a plan 
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Nourishing our 

country …
…is our driving purpose and  as a 

leading for-impact organisation, it’s 

why we do what we do. 
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WHAT 

we do
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Why do we need to fight 

Food waste?
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There is enough food in 

the world to feed 

everyone …

But one third of all food produced goes to waste.
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… yet 1 in 9 people 

do not have 

enough to eat

 That’s over 828 million people. 
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Food waste 

feeds climate change 
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Wastes food in landfill creates a toxic gas called Methane

Questions: 
Where does this food waste end up?

Have you noticed your school bins are full of food waste?

What type of foods do you see in the bin?
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Do you know?

How long does it take for a head of lettuce to 
decompose in landfill? 
  
a) 25 days   b) 25 months   c) 25 years
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Do you know?

How long does it take for a head of lettuce to 
decompose in landfill? 
  
a) 25 days   b) 25 months   c) 25 years

25 years is the right answer! Why? Because there’s no 
air or good microbes to break food waste down! 

If you put it in your compost or worm farm it would 
take 20 days!
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Wasting food wastes 

everything…
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Including all the precious resources that go 
into producing it.
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fresh water …
 

69% of worlds water used in agriculture.
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Did you know?

Throwing away one burger wastes the same 
amount of water as a 90-minute shower or 
filling 15 bathtubs!
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…land, energy, 

time and money
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Nearly half of all fruit and vegetables never 
even make it to the shops.

Question: 

Why do you think half of all fruit and 
vegetables never make it to the shops?
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Did you know? 

3.7 trillion apples are wasted each year?
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In Australia

7.6 million tonnes 

of food is wasted…
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and we waste the most food at home!

This image what it would like dumped in 
Sydney Harbour.
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Food waste is mostly avoidable. 
It’s the most powerful solution to 
combat climate change!

The good news!
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AT HOME 

2020• AT HOME

Look at what you have. 

Buy what you need.

Store food correctly. 

Cook with foods that you’ve got first!

Questions: 
Do you ever prepare your own food or snacks? 

Look at what needs to be used first. 

Where can you store things like meat and 
bread that will last for months and not days?
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AT SCHOOL
Pack your own lunch

Take leftovers home

Compost foods (if you can)

Start the FEAST program!

Questions: 
Hands up if you pack your own lunch box? 

What can you do if you don’t finish all your food?
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feast

23•  FEAST

Food Education and Sustainability Training

It’s fun, engaging and filled with good 
food, like a feast! 

You learn about food waste and its 
impact on our planet 

Available to primary and high schools 



Thank you
Any questions? 
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